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Words Fail Them
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Words Fail Them

Music and song videos are helping many in India to step into the world of education
and literacy. But government policy lags behind supporting innovative ways of
improving literacy
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ndia’s literacy programme may be chugging along with claims of success,
butitis leaving behind a huge population that can barely read what's written
on the blackboard.

Under government rules an adult or a child is literate just after acquiring the
ability to read a few letters of alphabet. The literacy programme does not focus
a lot on measuring and nurturing the reading ability of the just literate. As a
result, mostremain semi-literate. Without continuing support, many slide back
into illiteracy.

Butin government books, these remain literate. This is pretty much like taking a
power line to village and offering a couple of hours of low voltage electricity in a
week. From the government's point of view, the village is electrified. The
villagers get a few extra poles in the neighbourhood...and darkness remains.
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“Studies show that of the 750 million considered literate, about 375 million are
weak readers. Without support, they are rapidly becoming illiterate again,” says
Brij Kothari, faculty at IIM Ahmedabad and founder of Planet Read, a social
enterprise.
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To attack this, Kothari launched an innovative project that offered same
language sub-titling (SLS) for songs based shows on the various channels of
the Doordarshan Network a few years ago. In SLS, subtitles appear in sync
with the lyrics in Karaoke style. The effect was amazing.

An IIM Ahmedabad study tracked the impact of SLS on semi-literate students. The study compared the literacy levels of
700 students between 2002 and 2007. The literacy levels of those who watched the shows were compared with those
who did not. The number of students who were watching SLS shows had seen a doubling of literate kids. Among those
who saw shows without SLS, literacy levels fell.

“Kids who were not exposed to text lost their ability to read. But the sub-titles in songs helped the other kids become
better in reading and writing,” says Kothari. A similar research showed that newspaper reading habit in adults
increased after watching SLS shows. Entertainment channels can benefit from this too. “Another project with a private
channel showed that viewership ratings of movies and songs with SLS was significantly higher,” says Kothari.

As in many good projects, this one continues to remain at the pilot level as the HRD ministry has ignored the impact of
SLS. HRD ministry and therefore the state governments are perilously ignoring the semi-literate who remain in the no-
man’s land of education. The system sees them as literate, but they can’t read or write. The government preens with
glowing figures, while people slowly forget what they have learnt.

This deeply affects their employability. Kothari estimates that using songs based shows in all Indian languages can
directlyimpact close to 200 million semi-literate people to TV networks and help them become employable.

Since TV watching is athome, even women and girls can learn to read and write. Many are not allowed to go to school
or are pulled out of school early. For them SLS can be a boon.

Tackling the massive levels of illiteracy and semi-literacy will require government departments to be open to funding

innovating new ideas. Education efforts will have to recognise the existence of semi-literates and create a new policy for
supporting them.

(Pranjal Sharma is a senior business writer. He can be contacted at pranjalx@gmail.com)

Tags: columns | pranjal sharma | exclusive to web | politics of policy | social enterprise | literacy levels |

reading habit | literate students | government books | innovative project | reading ability | doordarshan |

Back To Top

www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/words-fail-them/723919.30752/page/-1#

MAGAZINE

BOOKS  CASES  WEB EXCLUSIVES

Top Stories In Economy

Prez Gives Assent to Money Laundering, Banking
Bills

Modi's Gujarat Growth Model Might Not Work
Across India

Words Fail Them

HSBC Cuts GDP Forecast For FY13

Pawar Sees 'Tight Budget' Next Month, No Farm
Freebies

End Of Populism: Railway Fares To Be Hiked From
Jan 21

CCI To Review Process Of Grant Of Clearances
Govt Determined To Turn Setbacks Into
Opportunity: PM

Not Worried About Downgrade; To Contain Deficit:
FinMin

Munda Quits, Seeks Dissolution Of Jharkhand
Assembly

Online Accounting Software
for Indian SMB’s

Reach Accountant

Frovdom from Accounting & Taxes

CLICK FOR A FREE ACCOUNTANT

Top Stories
Infosys Q3 Net Profit Beats
Estimates

Infosys said profit for the three
months ended 31 December was

Rs 2,369 crore compared with Rs

2,370 crore a year earlier

Infosys Earnings May Disappoint

Why Marketers Focus On ROI

Modular Gets Popular

Telcos Likely To Challenge Spectrum Fee
Most Read

Most Emailed Most Commented

The Agri Millionaires

The Private Billionaires

Bihar’s Industrial Renaissance
The Jury Is Out

Who Are The Worst CEOs Of 20127
Towards A New Crisis

FDI Escapades

On Paths Less Travelled

MORE

12


http://www.businessworld.in/
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/home/-/journal/rss/223848?doAsGroupId=10157&refererPlid=21601&_15_groupId=10157
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/home
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/economy
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/b-school
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/business
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/finance
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/opinion
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/personalities
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/science-and-tech
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/after-hours
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/magazine
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/books
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/cases
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/bw-exclusives
http://www.businessworld.in/en/web/guest/more
http://www.businessworld.in/web/guest/home
http://www.businessworld.in/web/guest/More
http://www.businessworld.in/web/guest/Web%20Exclusives
http://www.businessworld.in/web/guest/home/-/journal/rss/223848?doAsGroupId=10157&refererPlid=21601&_15_groupId=10157
http://www.facebook.com/Businessworld.India
http://www.twitter.com/bworldonline
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/words-fail-them/723919.30752/page/-1#
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/words-fail-them/723919.30752/page/-1#
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage?storyUrl=words-fail-them&CategoryID=30752&articleId=723918&version=1.0&journalArticleId=723919&page=-1
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.businessworld.in/tagpage?tag=296402
http://www.businessworld.in/tagpage?tag=378845
http://www.businessworld.in/tagpage?tag=407828
http://www.businessworld.in/tagpage?tag=551699
http://www.businessworld.in/tagpage?tag=622553
http://www.businessworld.in/tagpage?tag=723943
http://www.businessworld.in/tagpage?tag=723944
http://www.businessworld.in/tagpage?tag=723945
http://www.businessworld.in/tagpage?tag=723946
http://www.businessworld.in/tagpage?tag=723947
http://www.businessworld.in/tagpage?tag=723948
http://www.businessworld.in/tagpage?tag=723949
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/words-fail-them/723919.30752/page/-1#pageTop
http://www.businessworld.in/image/image_gallery?img_id=723921&t=%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%201357898528151
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/transporting-growth/720885.37540/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/information-and-revolution/699423.37540/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/a-smartphone-square-off/652001.37507/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/prez-gives-assent-to-money-laundering-banking-bills/724123.16628/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/modi-s-gujarat-growth-model-might-not-work-across-india/724189.30752/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/words-fail-them/724698.37540/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/hsbc-cuts-gdp-forecast-for-fy13/723896.30752/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/pawar-sees-tight-budget-next-month-no-farm-freebies/723245.37476/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/end-of-populism-railway-fares-to-be-hiked-from-jan-21/723737.37467/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/cci-to-review-process-of-grant-of-clearances/721519.30752/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/govt-determined-to-turn-setbacks-into-opportunity-pm/721727.30752/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/not-worried-about-downgrade-to-contain-deficit-finmin/721137.30752/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/munda-quits-seeks-dissolution-of-jharkhand-assembly/721563.30752/page/0
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Ctx5pkpjvUMf3GojNigfU8YDQAp6EkacDptj-olLAjbcBEAEgmfOiAlCes8GkBGDlkuiD2A6gAZTNyO8DyAEDqQJZqBz2VbdTPuACAKgDAcgDnQSqBMkBT9CD91s-VB3P3va3Y-vrpRmBrdQesM_Nx_fflfLgxSoN4nvx05k0y2Ivuq1-_fS_7GkxfnOntLbdP4XK8rhMHqO8UnRvg9eAgSJnufFYIQmLYdt1Y_L_GtxNiqIIb6xyjUkmy5RFl-ybXEDBE2MHsHiiPT5minUjSuA0_2Qcy_9YFlnM8q4h_5ItxFnVSvGM09P2YIkGcrkPS-jy4sY5sMwUHR5B-E60UEEBVfPq_bNvDmWP2UL7jRqM4ProYBn0qhBUQYcnYb3m4AQBiAYBoAYDgAfUsrcQ&num=1&cid=5GiZ54__asP2vRqVvB7TA61g&sig=AOD64_3ugHbOonUWEZG3aiD9VRn4CY7alg&client=ca-pub-9104455251217860&adurl=http://reachaccountant.com/landing/software.php%3Fkey%3DAccounting%2520Software
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/infosys-q3-net-profit-beats-estimates/724895.0/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/infosys-earnings-may-disappoint/724601.0/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/marketers-have-been-compelled-to-focus-on-roi/724764.37540/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/modular-gets-popular/723961.37540/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/en/storypage/-/bw/telcos-likely-to-challenge-spectrum-fee/724167.37504/page/0
http://www.businessworld.in/web/guest/storypage?storyUrl=the-agri-millionaires&CategoryID=37489&articleId=480781&version=1.7&journalArticleId=495501
http://www.businessworld.in/web/guest/storypage?storyUrl=the-private-billionaires&CategoryID=37489&articleId=481218&version=1.8&journalArticleId=495414
http://www.businessworld.in/web/guest/storypage?storyUrl=bihar%E2%80%99s-industrial-renaissance&CategoryID=30752&articleId=471212&version=1.6&journalArticleId=473137
http://www.businessworld.in/web/guest/storypage?storyUrl=the-jury-is-out&CategoryID=37489&articleId=498100&version=2.3&journalArticleId=700681
http://www.businessworld.in/web/guest/storypage?storyUrl=who-are-the-worst-ceos-of-2012&CategoryID=37489&articleId=679337&version=1.9&journalArticleId=680382
http://www.businessworld.in/web/guest/storypage?storyUrl=towards-a-new-crisis&CategoryID=37506&articleId=513334&version=1.1&journalArticleId=516021
http://www.businessworld.in/web/guest/storypage?storyUrl=fdi-escapades&CategoryID=37489&articleId=544356&version=1.9&journalArticleId=547796
http://www.businessworld.in/web/guest/storypage?storyUrl=on-paths-less-travelled&CategoryID=37479&articleId=497894&version=2.0&journalArticleId=528594

